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V    I^AMA. 


^^  COLON.  . 

By  Conl^ul  Julius  D^reher,  August  W^OT^O. 

The  commeroi^^ statistics  pilH^ished  ^Xl^^^^^^^^ic  oi  Panama  do 
not  permit  oUa.  c^iparison  o^  the  trac^^XJ^on  in  1919  with  that 
of  1918.  AlflK>»^gh  tiiere-^rc  i^ore  Qji'  lesg^^raay  and  difliculty  in  get- 
ting orders'  filkd,  merchants  genera^^..  agree  in  saying  that  business 
was  better  last  year  than  in  ^Sn.8^  I^jsNgasing  demands  for  hotel  ac- 
commodations rendered  it  nec^§^^  to  add  a  third  story  to  each  of 
tATO  concrete  hotels  in  theicity.sj^.  biscuit  factory  has  just  been 
erected  in  Colon  at  a  cost  of  $50^600.  A  three-story  concrete  hospital 
was  built  for  two  Ametican  physicians  at  a  cost  of  $50,000.  In  tlie 
adjoining  town  of  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone,  a  three-story  concrete  office 
building  wull  soon  be  completed  for  a  British  shipping  company.  The 
large  repair  shop  and  supply  house  of  the  Panama  Canal  at  the 
piers  in  Cristobal  are  nearing  completion. 

The  two  bonded  warehouses  established  in  Colon  in  1919  are  doing 
a  successful  business,  and  two  others  are  to  be  built  soon.  [See  Com- 
merce Peports  for  Juno  18  and  Oct.  17,  1919,  and  Feb.  7,  1920.] 
It  now  seems  probable  that  the  wholesale  business  of  Colon  will 
be  greatly  increased  through  tlie  means  of  such  houses.  Such  busi- 
ness will  also  be  promoted  by  the  recent  regulation  wliich  per- 
mits dealers  in  Colon  to  supply  vessels  passing  through  the  Panama 
Canal  with  such  supplies  as  they  may  need.  For  the  convenience 
of  shipping,  such  supplies  have  heretofore  been  furnished  exclusively 
by  the  suppl}'  department  of  the  Canal. 

Agriciiltural  Development. 

There  was  little  agricultural  development  in  this  consular  district 
last  year,  except  the  large  undertakings  of  the  United  Fruit  Co.  in 
the  Province  of  Bocas  del  Toro.  This  company  is  still  obliged  to 
abandon  banana  lands  on  account  of  the  disease  that  it  has  been 
found  impossible  to  control.  The  acreage  in  bananas  decreased  from 
25,800  acres  in  1918  to  20,17G  at  this  time,  whereas  the  acreage  in 
cacao  has  been  doubled,  it  now  being  15,787  acres,  on  whicli  about 
6,000,000  cacao  plants  or  trees  are  growing.  This  company  has  also 
planted  1,015  acres  in  coconuts  with  about  50,000  trees,  but  this  acre- 
age is  not  being  increased  owdng  to  the  death  of  so  many  young  trees. 
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The  coconut  plantation  of  100,000  trees  of  the  American-OAvned 
Bocas  del  Toro  estate  at  Cocoplinn  Point  about  100  miles  Avest  of 
Colon  and  the  plantation  of  53,000  trees  some  25  miles  west  of  Colon, 
owned  chiefly  by  American  citizens^,  are  coming  more  and  more  into 
bearing-  from  3'ear  to  year,  tt  is  announced  that  an  American  com- 
pany will  have  tlie  largest  coconut  plantation  in  this  country  on  the 
Mandingo  Kiver,  at  IVlandingo  Ba}^  some  70  miles  east  of  Colon. 
This  company,  incorporated  in  the  United  States,  owns  its  own  motor 
schooner,  and  has  already  begun  operations  on  the  plantation,  on 
which  it  proposes  to  set  out  at  least  250,000  coconut  trees.  It  is 
understood  that  it  has  sufficient  financial  backing.  A  member  of  the 
company  has  come  from  New  York  to  superintend  the  work. 
Mining,  Manufacturing,  Banking,  Etc. 

It  is  announced  that  an  American  company  will  soon  begin  to 
mine  manganese  on  the  Boqueron  Ri^er.  where  there  are  immense 
deposits  of  the  ore.  It  is  proposed  to  build  a  narrow-gauge  railroad 
from  the  mines  to  the  harbor  of  Nombre-de-Dios,  which  is  about 
30  miles  east  of  Colon.  It  is  only  10  or  12  miles  from  the  deposits 
to  the  harbor. 

There  are  both  gas  and  electric  light  plants  in  Colon,  and  ice 
is  manufactured  for  local  consumption.  Cigars  are  made  to  supply 
in  part  the  local  needs.  During  the  war  two  factories  for  making 
laundry  soap  were  started  in  Colon;  only  one  is  now  in  operation, 
though  it  is  probable  that  the  other  will  resume  work  before  long. 
The  United  Biscuit  Co.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000  subscribed 
chiefly  b}^  Chinese,  has  begun  to  manufacture  assorted  biscuits  in 
Colon  to  supply  the  demands  in  this  country  and  also  to  some  extent 
the  wholesale  trade  of  Central  and  South  American  countries.  This 
is  the  largest  manufacturing  enterprise  yet  undertaken  in  Colon. 

All  the  banking  facilities  needed  are  furnished  bj^  two  branches 
of  American  banks,  American  Foreign  Banking  Corporation  and  the 
International  Banking  Corporation,  and  tlie  Panama  Banking  Co. 

Although  no  foreign  shipping  is  now  done  from  the  port  of  Colon 
the  city  has  all  necessary  shipping  facilities  through  the  adjoining 
port  of  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone.  Since  the  close  of  the  war  new  lines 
are  doing  business  through  that  port^  and  some  lines  have  extended 
their  service  to  embrace  ports  on  the  Avest  side  of  South  America  and 
the  Pacific  coast  of  Central  America.  At  Cristobal  are  four  large 
concrete  piers  with  all  modern  improvements  for  handling  cargo. 
The  shipping  through  the  Panama  Canal  at  Cristobal  has  been  in- 
Creasing  considerably  in  the  last  few  years. 
Import  Trade  Tjy  Ports  and  by  Countries. 

Of  the  total  value  of  imports  into  the  Republic  at  Panama  in 
1919,  which  was  $11,406,880,  the  amount  received  at  Panama  was 
$0,930,934;  at  Colon,  $3,467,441;  and  at  Bocas  del  Toro,  $1,008,505. 
In  1918,  the  total  value  of  imports  amounted  to  $7,821,660,  of  which 
imports  received  at  Panama  were  valued  at  $4,405,078;  at  Colon, 
$2,926,635 ;  and  at  Bocas  del  Toro,  $489,947.  There  was  an  increase 
of  $540,806  at  Colon  in  1919,  or  18  per  cent,  and  at  Bocas  del  Tore 
an  increase  of  $518,558,  or  105  per  cent.  The  necessity  of  replenish- 
ing depleted  stocks  and  the  higher  prices  of  goods  account  for  the 
increase  at  both  ports ;  the  unusually  large  increase  at  Bocas  del  Toro 
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was  caused  especially  by  the  imports  of  machinery  and  supplies  for 
an  American  company  that  has  been  borini>;  for  oil  near  that  port. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  by  countries  into  the  Re- 
public of  Panama  during  the  5''ears  1913,  1918,  and  1919 : 


Countries. 


Unit  ed  SI  ates 

Great  Britain  and  British  West  Indies. 

Germany 

France 

Belgium 

Italy 

Spain 

China 

Japan 

Colombia 

All  other  countries , 


Total 11, 060, 088 


$6,  OOo,  128 

2, 505,  842 

1, 128, 152 

34S,  064 

301,036 

164, 805 

159,390 

o  158, 033 

o  85, 086 


144, 552 


16,352,175 
730, 950 


25, 295 


39,320 

280, 589 

245, 6S8 

61,533 

86, 094 


7, 821,  COO 


1919 


?9, 359, 486 
836, 307 


9,871 


54, 350 
460, 497 
220, 624 

20,879 
345, 866 

11,406,880 


o  Figures  for  1914. 

The  total  value  of  imports  in  1914  amounted  to  $9,891,553;  in 
1915,  to  $9,037,200 ;  in  1916,  to  $9,197,370 ;  and  in  1917,  to  $9,223,170. 
From  the  total  imports  during  the  years  1913  to  1919  it  appears 
that  the  war  did  not  have  much  effect  on  the  foreign  trade  of  this 
Eepublic.  While  the  share  of  the  United  States  in  the  import  trade 
"was  only  54  i^er  cent  in  1913,  it  was  82  per  cent  in  1919. 

Imports  into  Colon. 

Tlie  following  table  shows  the  value  of  imports  into  Colon  by 
countries  during  the  years  1918  and  1919 : 


Countries. 


United  States 

Great  Britain  and  British 

West  Indies 

Colombia 

China 

Spain 


1918 


?2, 393, 237 

367, 203 
53, 634 
38, 465 
25,322 


1919 


*2, 815, 056 

383,961 
22,315 
41,252 
21,377 


Countries. 


Japan 

France 

All  other  countries. 

Total 


191S 


$24, 465 
7,307 
17,002 


J30, 6S0 
29,386 
123,404 


2,926,635         3,467,441 


It  appears  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  imports  into  Colon 
from  the  United  States  increased  from  $2,393,237  in  1918  to  $2,815,- 
06G,  a  gain  of  $121,829,  or  17  per  cent.  Statistics  are  not  available  to 
include  the  imports  into  Colon  in  1913  in  the  foregoing  table,  but 
the  imports  into  this  cit}^  in  that  vear  from  all  countries  amounted 
to  $2,G0G,C97. 

Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  as  invoiced  at 
the  consulate  at  Colon  and  the  agency  at  Bocas  del  Toro  for  1918 
and  1919  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1918 

1919 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bananas .  . 

FROM  COION. 

8,392 
5,090 

$2,897 

Cacao 

pounds.. 

10,  fiiU 

52J 

326,932 

2,894 

3, 763, 397 

5,171 

81,279 
1,213 

74, 263 
6,483 

93,608 
187,902 

4SG 

Hides 

Ipecac  root 

Ivory,  vegetable  ( 
Maagatiese  ore . . . 

aguaniUs) 

pounds.. 

do 

do.... 

tons.. 

487,578 

4)473 

2, 143, 390 

124,953 
10, 162 
60,090 
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Articles. 


Quantity.       Value 


1919 


Quantity.       Value 


FROM  COLON— continued. 

Metals,  old: 

Brass tons. 

Copper do... 

Lead do . . . 

Nuts: 

Coconuts number. 

Copra poiuids . 

Panama  hats number. 

Rubber,  balata,  crude pounds. 

Sarsaparilla do. . . 

Tallow do . . . 

Textiles,  church  vestments 

Turtle  shell pounds . 

Wood. 


m 


19, 75S,  949 
73, 875 


So,  273 
4,033 
1,213 

878, 103 
6,184 


$937 
300 


222, 725 

"is,"  743' 

""8,'54i" 


103, 202 
""4,' 038 


19, 790, 895 

49,604 

2,039 

101,113 

7,567 


1, 137, 207 

3,825 

2,189 

44,908 

3,326 


All  other  articles . 


33, 777 
'2i,'4i4 


10, 199 


3,171 

92,834 
1,643 
4,53.5 


Total. 


1,422,045 


1,493,470 


FROM  BOCAS  DEL  TORO. 

Bananas bunches. 

Cacao pounds. 

Hides do. 

Rubber,  balata,  crude do. 

Turtle  shell do. 

Wood,  balsa feet. 

All  other  articles 


4,466,540 

569, 388 

13,591 

126,716 

1,356 

156,402 


2,297,663 

59,610 

3,171 

55, 753 

4,088 

2,072 

625 


5,152,000 
771,607 
21,476 
79,257 


2,676,609 
78,881 
4,923 
32,505 


278, 034 


8,542 
1,535 


.Total 

Grand  total . 


2,423,680 


2,802,995 


3,845,725 


4, 2%,  465 


The  value  of  the  declared  exports  from  this  consular  district  last 
year  was  84  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  declared  exports  from 
Panama  to  the  United  States,  which  was  $5,098,G18.  Bananas  con- 
tinue to  be  the  most  important  article  of  export  from  this  consular 
district  and  from  the  Republic  of  Panama.  The  value  of  bananas 
exported  from  Bocas  del  Toro  in  1919  was  62  per  cent  of  the  total 
value  of  declared  exports  to  the  United  States,  Owing  to  a  different 
method  of  valuing  articles  of  export,  the  Panamanian  Government 
reports  the  value  of  all  exports  in  1919  as  only  $3,757,028,  of  which 
it  is  reported  that  all  of  the  exports  went  to  the  United  States  except 
articles  valued  at  $239,765  shipped  to  Great  Britain,  and  at  $31,016 
to  all  other  countries. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  coconuts  shipped  from  the  port  of 
Colon  were  brought  here  from  Cartagena  and  San  Andres  Island, 
Colombia,  for  exportation  to  the  United  States.  It  should  also  be 
mentioned  that  a  large  part  of  the  bananas  exported  from  Bocas  del 
Toro  w^ere  produced  on  land  claimed  by  both  Panama  and  Porto  Rico. 

American  Interest  in  Panama's  Trade. 

In  1919  American  merchants  were  actively  interested  in  extending 
their  trade  in  Panama.  As  nearly  all  the  importers  here  have  long- 
established  and  satisfactory  business  connections  with  commission 
houses  in  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  it  is  no  easy  matter  for  new 
firms  to  secure  trade  in  Colon.  Few  merchants  in  this  city  go  to  the 
United  States  to  purchase  goods,  since  they  prefer  to  order  through 
their  correspondents  in  American  cities.  Correspondents  frequent  I}'' 
make  the  mistake  of  sending  United  States  postage  stamps  to  be  used 
in  replying  to  their  letters,  not  seeming  to  laiow  that  such  stamps  are 
good-far-iisfi^aalxijQji^United  States. 
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